[Importance of anesthesia in multimodal oncologic therapeutical concepts].
Patients with malignant diseases are increasingly being treated with multimodal therapeutical concepts based on the three major modalities surgery, radiotherapy and chemotherapy. The perioperative period is crucial within this multimodal concept as the prognosis of patients may be directly influenced by perioperative measures. In addition, it is of major importance to avoid complications in the perioperative phase, as these might worsen the prognosis of the patient and in order to prevent a delay in the beginning of planned adjuvant therapies. These aspects demonstrate the important role of anesthesia in the treatment of patients with cancer. Further studies defining the relevance of anesthesiologic measures in oncologic patients are needed.